ACCREDITATION
Somerset Community College is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on
Colleges to award the associate degree. Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur,
Georgia 30033-4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of Somerset Community College.
Their website is http://www.sacscoc.org/
Note: The Commission is to be contacted only if there is evidence that appears to support an institution's significant
non-compliance with a requirement or standard.
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SCC Mission
The mission of Somerset Community College is to improve the employability and quality of life
of area citizens as the primary provider of:
• College and workforce readiness
• Transfer education
• Workforce education and training
• Student support services
Somerset Community College, a member of the Kentucky Community and Technical College
System, is a public associate degree granting institution serving the south central region of
Kentucky.

Approved:
SCC Board of Directors 10/27/16
KCTCS Board of Regents 12/2/16

SCC Values
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Flexibility and innovation
Quality and excellence
Communication, openness and accountability
Continuous improvement
Data and outcomes-driven decision-making
Inclusion, equity, respect, and global diversity
Balance, collaboration, and teamwork

SCC Vision
To be recognized as a premier community college educating Kentucky’s globally competitive
workforce.
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Admissions
Applying for Admission
A student enrolling at Somerset Community College for
the first time must submit an application for admission.
Students who are re-entering college after being out for
one or more semesters should submit a new application
to start the Admission process. Students may be
admitted to a KCTCS college as freshmen, as a returning
student, as students with transfer credit from other
institutions, as visiting students, or as non-degree
students. Somerset Community College admits students
who have graduated from high school, who have earned
a high school general equivalency diploma (GED), who
have completed a home school curriculum, or who are
dually enrolled in high school and the college, or who
have been admitted into specialized programs designed
for students who have not graduated with a secondary
degree listed above.
Admission Procedure
• Students should apply online at somerset.kctcs.edu or
contact the Admissions Office.
• The full and proper name of the student and collegeassigned student I.D. number must be used in
registration and for all other official purposes.
• Students entering college for the first time are required
to provide an official copy of their high school transcript
to the Admissions Office. Transcripts can be sent
electronically, through postal mail or hand delivered in
a sealed and stamped envelope. Circumstances of
exception may apply and will be evaluated as these
situations arise.
• Students who have taken the GED are required to
send an official copy of their GED Score Report to the
Admissions Office.
• Students who have attended any post-secondary
institution outside of KCTCS are required to provide an
official transcript from each college attended to the
Admissions Office by way of postal mail, electronically
or hand delivered in a sealed and stamped envelope.
Transcripts must be printed within the past 6 months.
• Students should submit results for the ACT, SAT or
approved assessment, which can be found in the
KCTCS College Assessment and Placement Policy,
prior to enrollment. Student who have not taken the
ACT, SAT or approved assessment must successfully
complete the placement examination administered by
the college. (See the KCTCS College Assessment and
Placement Policy on the web site – kctcs.edu– for
specific information regarding scores.)
• Students seeking admission to an
occupational/technical program should contact the
program division assistant for information regarding
any special requirements for admission.
• Applicants must file an application for admission,
successfully complete orientation, submit supporting
documents and meet with the appropriate advisor prior
to the first day of classes of the term or session for
which they plan to enroll. The Admissions Office will
notify the applicant of his or her admission status and
documentation needed for acceptance.

Page 4

Non-Degree/Non-Credential Students
At the discretion of the college, persons who desire
instruction without wishing to earn a credential may be
admitted as non-degree/non-credential students. These
students are exempt from taking the assessment
instrument; however, all students (including high school
students) must meet individual pre-requisites such as
those for entry-level English and mathematics courses.
Students may declare credential seeking status after
meeting regular admission requirements. The college
may review and reclassify credential-seeking status in
accordance with policies established at each individual
college. Non-degree/non-credential students are not
eligible for Federal Financial Aid programs. Credit earned
before a student meets admission requirements will be
counted toward a credential.
High School Students
The condition of graduation from high school may be
waived for a student currently enrolled in high school.
This is subject to the following guidelines.
All applicants shall submit:
•
•

a KCTCS application for admission to Somerset
Community College by the appropriate deadline
Results of the ACT, SAT or other approved
assessments in accordance with the KCTCS
College Assessment and Placement Policy.

A college may require additional information as part of
the admission process. In some cases, courses offered
on the high school campus carry both high school and
college credit. See your high school counselor for more
information.
Occupational/Technical Programs
Admission to the college does not guarantee admission
to any occupational/technical program (i.e., health,
automotive.) Admission to these programs is dependent
upon program admissions requirements and/or class
availability. Consult the Program Division Assistant for
specific details.
There are guidelines for admission to some
occupational/technical programs that are used in the
selection process. In addition, technical standards have
been developed for most of these programs.
Change of Program
When students enroll in a KCTCS college they select a
program of study in which they wish to “major” or receive
a credential. Students enrolled in any KCTCS college
may request a program change through the student
affairs office of their local college. These students are
instructed to seek appropriate advisement and financial
aid counseling.

Academic Bankruptcy
(Readmission after Two or More Years)
A student who has been readmitted after having
remained out of the KCTCS colleges for a period of two
or more years, and who has completed at least 12 credit
hours in college-level courses with a GPA of
2.0 or better after readmission, may choose to have none
of the course work attempted in the colleges prior to the
interruption included in the computation of the student’s
GPA. The calculation of the GPA after the student
declares bankruptcy begins with the semester of
readmission. A student who has elected not to count past
work in the computation of his or her GPA will continue to
receive credit for those courses, selected by the student,
in which credit was earned with a grade of A, B, C, D, or
P prior to readmission, without including those grades in
the computation of the student’s GPA. A student who has
completed a credential and reenrolls may not apply the
academic bankruptcy rule to courses taken for the
credential already completed. A student may only use
the academic bankruptcy option once.
Assessment and Placement Policy
Students enrolling in college for the purpose of earning
credit applicable toward an educational credential
(certificate, diploma, and associate degree) must
demonstrate, through the submission of scores on
specified assessment instruments, that they possess the
minimum academic skills essential for success. Students
who do not demonstrate these academic skills, based on
testing, must remedy the identified skill deficiencies by
taking transitional courses prior to enrolling in entry-level
courses for which those skills are essential.
Students who do not intend to seek an educational
credential are exempt from taking the assessment
instrument; however, all students must meet individual
course pre-requisites such as entry-level English and
mathematics.
Previous College Work
An applicant who has previously attended an accredited
college or university which awards degrees at the
associate level or higher and who has an overall grade
point average of at least 2.0 on a 4.0 scale in all course
work attempted will be accepted for admission. For
specific information on course placement, applicants
should refer to the KCTCS Assessment and Placement
Policy, which is available on the website at kctcs.edu,
under “Students”, then “Academic Regulations”. An
official transcript of all previous college work must be
submitted. The Council on Postsecondary Education’s
(CPE’s) general education transfer policy provides the
basis for an institution’s policy on the acceptance of
transfer credit. The American Association of Collegiate
Registrars and Admissions Officers’
“Transfer Credit Practices of Educational Institutions”
shall serve as a reference for admission of transfer
students to an institution and for the acceptance of
transfer credit.
KCTCS colleges shall provide academic counseling
concerning the transfer of credit to transferring students.
KCTCS colleges shall accept a student’s college credit
earned when a course is taken both for high school credit
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and for college credit. Credit earned through a dual credit
or dual enrollment arrangement shall be treated the
same as credit earned in any other college course.
Degree credit work is recognized credit hour for credit
hour if taken on the semester system. Quarter hours are
recognized as two-thirds (2/3) of a semester hour.
Recognition of credit earned at a non-accredited college
or university may be obtained by special subject
examinations or may be validated upon the completion of
12 credit hours, excluding transitional courses, with a
grade point average of at least 2.0.
Second Chance Students
A student who has previously attended an college or
university – other than a college in the Kentucky
Community and Technical College System – and who
has less than an overall grade-point average of 2.0 on a
4.0 scale in all course work attempted, may be
considered for admission on probation provided the
applicant demonstrates both of the following:
• has not enrolled at a college or university for at least
one 16-week semester, and
• can demonstrate potential for success.
International Students
In addition to the general admissions requirements,
every non-resident applicant who is attempting to obtain
an F-1 Visa must meet the overall requirements,
standards and guidelines of local and national
immigration laws and regulations in order to be granted
student visa status. In general, students requesting the
college to issue the I-20 must show proficiency in the
English language by submitting scores from one of the
accepted English as a Second Language tests or other
acceptable proof. They will also need to submit financial
documentation, and have all postsecondary transcripts
evaluated and translated through a NACES certified
service. Refer to
https://somerset.kctcs.edu/admissions/informationfor/international-students/index.aspx for more
information.
Auditing Courses
An officially registered student who does not desire or
feel qualified to complete the requirements for a course;
and who is not concerned with receiving credit (but
wishes to attend a course), may opt to register as an
auditor. Lecture courses are available for audit. Clinical
labs, practicums, internships, externships, and co-op
courses are not available for audit. Approval to audit is
given at the discretion of the instructor. The same tuition
is charged as for credit courses. Audited courses are not
eligible for federal financial aid.

