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Day 1: Writing: Parts of Speech
Student Learning Outcome:


You will be able to identify the basic parts of speech.

Day One Topics:










Noun
Pronoun
Verb
Conjunction
Preposition
Adjective
Adverb
Interjection
Article

Parts of Speech:
I. A noun is a person, place or thing; it functions to
a. Act as a subject
b. Act as an object
Example // Bill and Ted went to the game on Friday.
II. A pronoun takes the place of a noun
a. Act as a subject
b. Act as an object
Example // She gave him a kiss.
III. A verb shows action (action verbs) or state of being (linking verbs):
a. Action verbs
Example // She kicked the ball.
b. Linking verbs
Example // She is tired.
c.Verb phrases – more than one verb together
Example // She is kicking the ball.
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IV. A conjunction is a word that joins other words or sentences together:
a. Combines compound sentences and sentence parts.
b. Coordinating conjunctions:
c. FANBOYS: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so
Example // Bill and Ted walked home, and they went swimming.
d. Subordinating conjunction:

e. Begins dependent clauses:
Example //After I get home, I am going to sleep.

V. A preposition shows relationship of a noun to another word:
a. Begins a prepositional phrase
b. Common prepositions: to, of, up, down, over, on (directional)
Example // Bill walked (to school) (on Wednesday) (for some exercise).
c. Notice that the prepositional phrase follows the preposition.
a.
Begins with a preposition
b.
Ends with an object (noun or pronoun)
c.
Adjectives in the middle
VI. An adjective describes nouns or pronouns:
a.Usually before the noun or pronoun they describe
Examples // blue sky, new car, two friends, red shoes, pretty girl
VII.

An adverb describes a verb, adjective, and other adverbs
a. Refers to time
Example // She arrived home early. (time)
b. Refers to direction
Example // She fell down. (direction)
c. Refers to degree
Example // She was very mad. (degree)

VIII.

An interjection is a word that shows emotion but is otherwise unrelated to the
sentence:
Example// Ouch, the stove is hot!

IX.

An article, like an adjective, describes nouns but, unlike an adjective, never describes
pronouns. The English language has as two articles, the and a/an:
a. The is a definite article that refers to specific nouns.
Example// Please pick up the toy.
b. A/an are indefinite articles that refer to non‐specific nouns.
Example// Please choose a toy so that we can go home!
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Parts of Speech Note‐taking Section
Parts of Speech:
I. A ______ is a person, place or thing, it functions to:
a. Act as a ______.
b. Act as an______.
Example// Bill and Camille went to the equestrian games on Friday.
II. A ________ takes the place of a noun.
b. Act as a _______.
c. Act as an ______.
Example// They all applauded after she finished dancing her last solo.
III. A ________ shows action (action verbs) or state of being (linking verbs):
a. ______verbs.
Example// The three astronauts landed in the ocean without parachute failure.
b._______ verbs.
Example// She is so envious of Martha’s math ability.
IV.A _________ is a word that joins other words together:
a. Combines compound sentences and sentence parts.
b. _________conjunctions:
1. FANBOYS: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so
Example// Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis and Mohammed Ali are natives
of Louisville, Kentucky.
c. _________ conjunctions.
1.Begins dependent clauses.
Example// After the wedding, the guests danced to the music of a local band.
V. A__________ shows relationship of a noun to another word.
a. Begins a prepositional phrase.
b. Common prepositions : to, of, up, down, over, on (directional)
Example// Michael Jordon, as he headed for the basket, could jump over
opponents, slam dunk the ball and grin to the audience.
c. Notice that the prepositional phrase follows the preposition.
1. ________with a preposition.
2._________ with an object (noun or pronoun
3. _________ in the middle
VI. An ____________describes nouns or pronouns:
a. Usually before a __________or ________ they describe.
Example// honest banker, antique automobile, empty checkbook, fretful baby,
Loyal friends, well‐ trained soldiers, brilliant faculty, caring physician, grateful
children, collaborative effort, industrious student.
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VII.

________ describes a verb, adjective, and other adverbs:
a. refers to __________. Example// (time) The student arrived late for class due
to a flat tire.
b. refers to __________. Example// (direction) Alarmed by the gunshots, the
deer ran straight down the mountain.
c. refers to __________. Example// (degree) The value of crops may prove
disappointing due to the extremely dry summer season.

VIII.

An_____________ is a word that shows emotion but is otherwise unrelated to the
sentence: Example// Wow! I thought I deserved a B on the history exam, not a C‐.

IX.

An ________________ describes nouns but NEVER pronouns and can be definite or
indefinite. Example// The dog wants a bone.
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Parts of Speech
Worksheet One
Nouns
Identify the nouns:
1.The pirates were arrested and sent home to face a lifetime in prison.
2. The French people are protesting the change of retirement age to sixty –two years of age.
3. My hand got really cold when I touched the water.
4. The church has suffered lack of attendance since the young minister resigned.
5. The sun is the biggest star in the galaxy.

Pronouns
Circle the correct pronoun in each sentence.
1. (I, me) will pick up the groceries.
2. (She, her) sent (I, me) a package in the mail.
3. Are you going to visit (he, him) this evening?
4. Wendy is somewhere around; have you seen (she, her)?
5. The commanding officer gave (him, he) and (me, I) a real bawling‐out.
Verbs
Underline the verbs in the following sentences.
1. The tobacco was hung in the old gray barn to dry.
2. The judge gasped when he heard the prosecutor present his evidence.
3. Who is responsible for breaking grandmother’s valuable vase?
4. The calculator was left in the math lab.
5. The crowd screamed and was energized when their favorite player walk onto the field.
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Conjunction
Circle the conjunction in each sentence.
1. Courses are available either online or classroom based.
2. These were almost certainly not Oscar Wilde's last words: “Either this wallpaper goes or I do.”
3. Winston Churchill said, “History will be kind to me, for I intend to write it.”
4. The only reason I intend to take the algebra course is so that I can transfer to Morehead State
University and study information systems.
5. It's lonely at the top, but you eat better there.

Preposition
Circle the preposition and underline the prepositional phrase.
1. The director suggested that they clean the campus by the picnic tables for their Service Learning
project.
2. Five dollars was required of each student planning to go on the trip.
3. Over the holidays, I visited the Calipari family quite frequently.
4. She put all of her savings toward the down payment on a new house.
5. The squirrel jumped over the branch, down the limb, and through the hole in the trunk.

Adjective
Identify the adjective in the sentence.
1. The pretty girl had on a gorgeous sweater that made her eyes sparkle.
2. The University of Kentucky has an amazing basketball team.
3. Appalachian writers are among my favorite authors to read.
4. I went to a writing workshop and learned so many interesting things.
5. My husband dragged the heavy trash cans up the long gravel driveway.
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Adverb
Identify the adverb in the sentence.

1. My little sister regularly jumps on the trampoline after school.
2. The children gleefully hunted throughout the yard for Easter eggs.
3. As the runners crossed the finish line for the marathon, they quickly noted their completion time.
4. Road trips are awfully boring if you don’t have something to occupy your time.
5. The old woman laboriously climbed her front steps with an armload full of groceries.

Interjection
Identify the interjection in each sentence.
1. Good grief! The cows tore the barn fencing down again.
2. The debate team all exclaimed “hooray!” in unison after placing first in the tournament.
3. Gee, she went shopping for a jacket a came back with a truck full of bags.
4. Whatever. I don’t care what time it is; I am still ready to have fun.
5. When will she ever learn, man! I told her not to go on a date with him.

Article
Identify the articles in each sentence.
1.

The cow mooed loudly as the farmer milked her.

2.

Please do not use the cliché “A picture is worth a thousand words.”

3.

Julian asked for a doll for Christmas.

4.

The movie was exciting; the car chase scene was the best!

5.

Although she is allergic to pumpkin, Sally eats a piece of pumpkin pie every Christmas.
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Day 2: Writing: Sentence Writing Strategies
Student Learning Outcome:


You will be able to write clearly using simple, compound and complex sentences with correct
grammar, usage, mechanics and capitalization.

Day Two Topics:






Identifying and using sentence variety
a. Simple
b. Compound
c. Complex
Capitalization
Parts of Speech
Commas and Ending Punctuation

Identifying Sentences:
I.

A simple sentence, in the most basic form, is a group of words with
a. subject (pronoun or noun – person, place, thing, or idea)
b. a verb (the action or linking word in a sentence)
c. a complete thought
d. appropriate ending punctuation
1. Declarative sentence makes a statement and ends with a period (.)
2. Interrogative sentence asks a question and uses a question mark (?)
3. Exclamatory sentence conveys a sense of urgency and ends with an
exclamation point (!)
II. A compound sentence has two or more independent clauses (sentences that CAN stand alone)
that are joined by using
a. a comma and a coordinating conjunction
Example // FANBOYS: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so
b. a semi‐colon or
c. a semicolon, a conjunctive adverb, and a comma
Example // however, furthermore, therefore
III. A complex sentence has an independent clause joined by one or more dependent clauses
(sentences that CANNOT stand alone):
a. Independent clause: a sentence that can stand alone
Example // Steve Beshear is the Governor of Kentucky.
b. Dependent Clause:
Example // Steve Beshear is the Governor of Kentucky until we vote again.
c. Subordinating conjunction
Example // because, since, after, although, or when
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Sentence Writing Strategies Note‐taking Section
Identifying Sentences:
I. A _________ ____________, in the most basic form, is a group of words with:
a.
b.
c.
d.

I.

__________ (noun or pronoun – person, place, thing, or idea)
__________ (the action word in a sentence)
a complete thought
appropriate __________ ___________
1. ___________ sentence makes a statement and ends with a period (.)
2. ___________ sentence asks a question and uses a question mark (?)
3. ___________ sentence conveys a sense of urgency and ends with an
exclamation point (!)
A __________ ___________ has two or more independent clauses (sentences that CAN stand
alone) that are joined by using:
a. a _________ and a coordinating conjunction
Example // FANBOYS: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so
b. a _____________, or
c. a semicolon, a conjunctive adverb, and a ________
Example // however, furthermore, therefore

II. A _________ __________ has an independent clause joined by one or more dependent clauses
(sentences that CANNOT stand alone):
a. ___________clause: a sentence that can stand alone
Example // Steve Beshear is the Governor of Kentucky.
b. __________ clause:
Example // Steve Beshear is the Governor of Kentucky, until we vote again.
c. __________ conjunction
Example // because, since, after, although, or when
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Sentences and Punctuation
Worksheet One
Punctuation
Re‐write each sentence. Insert correct punctuation and capitalization to make the sentences
grammatically correct.
1.

working overtime is the only way his secretary can earn enough money to support her
family

2.

francine’s primary interest is acting on broadway

3.

the driver of the blue chevy pickup was given a ticket by officer don

4.

to activate interest in the community mayor jim newberry gave out balloons ice cream
and free tickets to the fayette county fair

5.

pizza hut’s supreme pizza is my favorite even though it does not have black olives

Create Your Own Sentence
Write an original sentence and use correct ending punctuation.
1.

Write a sentence that makes a statement.

2.

Write a sentence that asks a question.

3.

Write a sentence that conveys urgency.
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Simple Sentences
Underline the subject in each sentence. Circle the verb in each sentence.
1.

The teacher was late for class.

2.

The students left the building.

3.

Good note‐taking is a necessary skill for all college students.

4.

Everyone must purchase a hunting license before the season opens.

5.

The teacher was late because she had gone deer hunting.

Underline the compound subjects in each sentence.
1.

Pizza and dessert were served to all the volunteers as a thank‐you for their work in cleaning
up the banks of the Ohio River.

2.

Parents and teachers must be involved in their students’ progress in reading.

3.

The players were effective making plays on the field, and the cheerleaders were useful in
the stands maintaining school spirit.

4.

Food, water, and clothing were distributed to the flood victims of Pakistan.

5.

The Golden Glove award in baseball and the Golden Gloves championship in boxing are not
to be confused.

Underline the compound verbs in each sentence.
1.

Super Saver, the 2010 Kentucky Derby winner, was born and bred at WinStar farms in
Versailles, Kentucky.

2.

Mark, the school photographer, snapped hundreds of pictures and developed them before
the pep rally.

3.

A teacher will design learning outcomes, construct lesson plans, and prepare tests for
assessment purposes.

4.

First jobs, for some reason, remain permanently etched and engrained in our brains.

5.

A teacher hopes and dreams that her students will succeed.
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Compound Sentences
Underline the coordinating conjunction in each sentence.
1. Joe waited for the train, but the train was late.
2. I looked for Mary and Samantha at the bus station, but they arrived at the station before noon
and left on the bus before I arrived.
3. Mary and Samantha arrived at the bus station before noon, and they left on the bus before I
arrived.
4. Mary and Samantha left on the bus before I arrived, so I did not see them at the bus station.
5. I arrived at the train station late, yet I was still able to make it to work on time.

Complex Sentences
Identify the Independent Clause (IC) and the Dependent Clause (DC).
1. After I got home, I made dinner, cleaned the house, and mowed the yard.
2. In search of the perfect wedding gift, we drove to the mall in Lexington.
3. Because the house wasn’t properly maintained by the homeowners, it fell to disrepair and had
little value.
4. He was very hungry and ate a hamburger.
5. Because the world is getting warmer, our seasons have changed dramatically.

Semi‐colons
Insert semi‐colons to make the sentences grammatically correct.
1. Heavy rainfall caused flooding many homes sustained serious damage.
2. Eating properly is important for maintaining good health exercising is also important.
3. The math tutor does not complete your homework the finished assignment is the student’s
responsibility.
4. I always have math homework I don’t like math.
5. Mike submitted a poem for the contest he won first place and was awarded $125.00.
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Colons
Insert a colon to make the sentences grammatically correct.
1. My sister and I are going to Hawaii where we will enjoy the following a luau, a dinner cruise, and a
helicopter ride over waterfalls and volcanoes.
2. The last time I ran in the race my time was 44 22.
3. The Bible verse that is most often quoted is John 3 16.
4. The package read “Notice Do not open until December 25th.”
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Combining Sentences and Punctuating Correctly
There are several ways to combine or join sentences (independent clauses and dependent clauses). Look
at how the following simple sentences are combined below: The dog barked. The cat ran away.
Coordination
Option 1
Use a coordinating conjunction and a comma to join two complete sentences. There are
7 coordinating conjunctions:
And
But
Or
Or FANBOYS
for
Nor
So
yet
Example:

For
And
Nor
But
Or
Yet
So

The dog barked, so the cat ran away.

Option 2
Use a semi‐colon to join two complete sentences WITHOUT a coordinating conjunction.
Place the semi‐colon at the end of the first sentence.
Example:

The dog barked; the cat ran away.

Option 3
Use a semi‐colon to join two complete sentences and a transition word/conjunctive
adverb to the beginning of the second sentence, followed by a comma.
Some common transitions/conjunctive adverbs:
For example
Of course
In addition
In fact
Example:

Thus
meanwhile
however
furthermore

The dog barked; therefore, the cat ran away.
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Subordination (joining sentences and dependent clauses)
Option 4
Use a subordinating conjunction (but NO COMMA) to join a sentence and dependent
clause (fragment).
There are many subordinating conjunctions; here are a few of them:
So that
(“so” by itself is a coordinating conjunction)
Because
Since
Unless
Although
Until
Example:

After
When
While
Before
If
As

The cat ran away because the dog barked.

Option 5
Use a comma after an introductory element/dependent clause to join it to the
independent clause (sentence).
Example:

Because the dog barked, the cat ran away.

Note: Here the subordinating conjunction begins the introductory element rather than being placed in
the middle as the joiner. “Cat” is the subject and “ran” is the verb of the independent clause.
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Sentence Combining and Punctuation
In the spaces provided, combine the bolded simple sentences below five times, using the Sentence
Combining sheet on the previous pages to help you. You may need to change the order of the
sentences. Pay close attention to punctuation rules.
Maria doesn’t like to swim. She is an excellent surfer.
Option 1

Option 2

Option 3

Option 4

Option 5
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Day 3: Writing: Spelling/Possessives & Apostrophes and Homonyms
Student Learning Outcomes
 You will gain an understanding of common spelling errors, including those related to the
misuse of apostrophes and errors in usage.
 You will understand how to form possessives correctly.
 You will be able to avoid usage errors with commonly misused words.
Day Three Topics
 Common Spelling Errors (root causes)
o Misuse of the apostrophe (’)
o Misuse of homonyms
*Note: The source of the following information is the Purdue University Online Writing Lab (OWL)
and is used with their permission. Copyright ©1995-2011 by The Writing Lab & The OWL at Purdue
and Purdue University. http://owl.english.purdue.edu

Possessives
I. A possessive demonstrates ownership of something. Use the following guidelines to
correct spelling errors that involve possessives.
a. To create a possessive with a singular noun or a plural noun that does not end in s,
add an apostrophe and an s.
Example // Incorrect: My families lake house is the best place in the world.
Correct: My family’s lake house is the best place in the world.
b. To create a possessive with a plural noun that ends in s, just add an apostrophe.
This includes plural nouns that end in ies.
Example // Incorrect: I can’t find the boys’s pajamas.
Correct: I can’t find the boys’ pajamas.
c. With possessive pronouns (his, hers, ours, yours, whose, theirs, its), you do not
need to use apostrophes. When preceding a noun, his, her, our, your, whose, and
their, you don’t need an s because they are already possessive.
Example // Incorrect: My mom told me she wants her car back in it’s normal spot
in the garage by midnight.
Correct: My mom told me she wants her car back in its normal spot in the garage
by midnight.
Note: This error is very common. People often confuse the possessive its with the
contraction it’s. Just remember that its is possessive of something and it’s means it is.
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Homonyms (“sound alike” words)
I. Homonyms are words that sound the same but have different meanings and spellings. The
following table lists words that people commonly confuse. Become familiar with
these words so you can be ready to correct homonym-related spelling errors. It’s also
a good idea to pay attention to the words you most commonly confuse.
Word

Example Sentences

accept
except

My insurance will accept the charges for the accident.
I like all vegetables, except for asparagus.

affect
effect

Changing the way you eat will affect your health.
I can’t see what effect these new laws will have on me.

board
bored

We put a board on the roof to fix the leak.
I am so bored because there’s nothing to do!

brake
break

Always keep your foot above the brake!
My dad is worried my mom will break our new television.

close
clothes

When you leave the room, always close the door.
I want to go shopping to buy new clothes.

desert
dessert

I thought you guys were going to desert me!
The cherry pie looks so good for dessert!

fare
fair

I didn’t have money for the bus fare this morning.
It was only fair that the bus driver kicked me off the bus.

forth
fourth

I’m not sure I can go forth with the plan.
Allen was so proud to come in fourth in the pie-eating contest!

grate
great

We need to grate some cheese to put on the pizza.
If it has enough cheese, it will be a great pizza!

hear
here

The volume was turned down so low I couldn’t hear it.
Could you please bring the beef jerky over here?

hole
whole

If I eat one more doughnut hole, I will be stuffed.
I looked through the whole house, but I couldn’t find my umbrella.

know
no

I really have to know a lot to do well on my history test.
I am going to study until I have no time left.

led
lead

The dog led the police to the drug stash.
Pens are okay, but I prefer old-fashioned lead pencils.

lessen
lesson

The doctor gave me some stretches to do to lessen the pain.
I’m not sure if he’s learned his lesson yet.

lose
loose

I’m trying hard to not lose patience with her.
The knot might not hold, since it’s sort of loose.

male

The kennel had both male and female puppies for sale.
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mail

I’m going to the post office to send my mail.

passed
past

I kept getting passed on the interstate today.
In the past, I drove a lot faster.

peace
piece

We all wish for world peace.
A piece of pie would be great right now.

principal My high school principal gave pretty good advice.
principle I don’t want to compromise my principles.
than
then

I am tanner than she.
We were both on the beach, but then she went inside.

there
their
they're

You can put your shoes over there.
Their shoes were dirty, so they left them outside.
They’re just walking around barefoot right now.

to
too
two

I am going to the mall.
Jesse said she wants to go too.
We are each looking for two new outfits.

weather The weather tomorrow is supposed to be beautiful.
whether I don’t know whether to go for a hike or a swim.
whose
who's

Whose scarf is this?
Who’s going to the movie with us?

your
you're

Your dog is bigger than my dog.
You’re going to have to keep him on a leash.

Copyright ©1995-2011 by The Writing Lab & The OWL at Purdue and Purdue University.
http://owl.english.purdue.edu
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Worksheet
Possessives & Apostrophes
Punctuate the following sentences with apostrophes according to the rules for using the
apostrophe.
1. The fox had its right foreleg caught securely in the traps jaws.
2. Didnt you hear that theyre leaving tomorrow?
3. She did not hear her childrens cries.
4. Whenever I think of the stories I read as a child, I remember Cinderellas glass slipper and

Snow Whites wicked stepmother.
5. Johns 69 Ford is his proudest possession.

Homonyms
Some of the following sentences contain homonym errors. Identify and correct the errors.
1. Ryan can’t accept that I’m not going too the dance with him.
2. That poodle might be just a bit smarter then I am.
3. We can return all of the stuff accept for the things that are already opened.
4. I worry about my boyfriend’s past, but he tells me it shouldn’t effect our relationship.
5 . Weather you want to admit it or not, it’s hard to predict the future.
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Day 4: Writing: Test‐taking Practice (COMPASS Skills
Placement): Grammar & Punctuation and Structure
Student Learning Outcomes
 You will gain practice in identifying grammar and punctuation errors in a testing
situation.
 You will practice identifying elements relevant to structuring expository writing,
including paragraph order and paragraph unity (focus) as well as revising and thinking
critically.
Some Sample paragraphs from Labette Community College’s English department
Compass Writing Skills Placement Test
Because the Writing Skills Placement Test is computer-based, no standard test can reproduce the
interaction that takes place during the Compass test. In other words, Compass will guide you as
you take the test, but these sample paragraphs cannot! (Yes, there are some advantages to
computer-based tests!)
However, you can begin to sharpen your skills by reading the following paragraphs and
correcting the mistakes you find. The first two paragraphs test your knowledge of grammar and
punctuation and your ability to proofread. The third paragraph tests your understanding of
expository writing. Remember, however, when you take the actual Compass exam, you will be
looking for both kinds of problems: grammar and Structure!
Practice One
The first paragraph contains 11 errors.
Steve Miller is a stingy friend of mine. When he comes to work, he never brings any money. But
always asks me if I have a quarter to lend him so that he can buy cookies. He once asked me to
lend him a dollar so that he could buy a chance for a thanksgiving turkey that was being raffled. I
refused at first but he practically begged me. As a result, I gave him the money. As I expected,
he never offered to return my dollar. When I’d remind him, he’d say, Oh yeah, I’ll get it to you
soon, but he never did. Another example of Steves stinginess were the time he and me and two of
our friends decided to go out to eat during our lunch hour at the Red Rooster, a new restaurant.
Steve suggested that we take his car, and as we were driving, he said his gas tank was empty. I
couldn’t believe he would have the nerve to ask us for gas money! With only a total of eight
miles to the restaurant and back. However, he pulls into a gas station and cheerfully said that a
dollar for gas from each of us would be fine. I was really fuming because I could see that his gas
take was at least a quarter full. After we pulled into the restaurant parking lot, Steve informed us
that he would have to wait in the car while the rest of us ate. I asked him with a hard voice,
“Don’t you have any money? Steve’s reply was, “Yeah, but I’m not going to spend it eating out
when I can eat at home for nothing.”
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Practice Two
This paragraph tests your knowledge of paragraph structure, paragraph order, and paragraph
unity; it also tests your ability to think critically and to revise effectively. First, read the
paragraph carefully. After you have read the paragraph, consider the questions listed at the
bottom of this page.
The living conditions in many city jails are appalling. In fact, many of the jail cells aren’t fit for
human habitation. They are often filthy and unsanitary. Disinfectant and stuff like cleaning
agents are rarely used. Roaches and rats scuttle across the floor looking for crumbs of food.
Roaches, of course, are difficult to get rid of even in clean places. Scientists say that roaches
have changed little since prehistoric times and that if the creatures to survive. Finally, many city
jails are overcrowded. As many as three or four inmates sleep in cells that are only twelve feet
wide and twelve feet long. But of course, most criminals deserve to be treated like rats. In
addition, because the pay is limited, there aren’t enough guards in jails. When violence arises
guards, fearing for their own safety, are afraid to take proper action. Of course, with more and
more government funds being made available, this problem is easing up. In some city jails,
murders and suicides have occurred because guards were occupied in other parts of the building
and were unable to arrive in time to prevent them. Therefore, city and local officials can do much
to improve the living conditions in city jails.

1. What is the purpose of this paragraph?
2. Does every sentence in the paragraph contribute to this purpose?
3. What sentences, if any, should be left out?
4. Do you recognize any elements of “slang?”
5. Do all of the phrases that serve to link sentences seem clear and appropriate?
6. What sentences if any should be revised?
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Day 5 : Writing: Test‐taking practice (COMPASS
Skills Placement): Expository writing
Student Learning Outcomes
 You will gain practice in reading and responding to a longer piece of expository writing,
including identifying errors in grammar, punctuation, and structure.
Below is a sample passage from the COMPASS website. For each numbered underlined item,
select the BEST answer. Remember that answer A means “no change needed”; answer every
item.
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Item 1.
A. An increasing number of lakes and rivers
B. An increasingly number of lakes and rivers
C. A number increasing of lakes and rivers
D. A number increasingly of lakes and rivers
E. An increasing of lakes and rivers
Item 2.
A. in the northern United States invaded are being
B. in the northern United States invaded have been
C. in the northern United States are being invaded
D. in the northern United States are been invaded
E. in the northern United States being invaded are
Item 3.
A. by a species no larger than a fingernail.
B. by a species no larger than, a fingernail.
C. by a species, no larger than a fingernail.
D. by a species no larger, than a fingernail.
E. by a species, no, larger than a fingernail.
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Item 4.
A. The zebra mussel probably steamed aboard a transatlantic ship sometime in the midthe Caspian Sea into U.S. waterways.
B. The zebra mussel probably steamed into U.S. waterways sometime in the mid-1980s
aboard a transatlantic ship from the Caspian Sea.
C. The zebra mussel probably steamed, sometime in the mid-1980s, aboard a
transatlantic ship into U.S. waterways from the Caspian Sea.
D. The zebra mussel probably steamed sometime from the Caspian Sea in the mid1980s into U.S. waterways aboard a transatlantic ship.
E. The zebra mussel probably steamed from the Caspian Sea aboard a transatlantic ship
sometime in the mid-1980s into U.S. waterways.
Item 5.
A. Despite its growth was explosive, partly because the species
B. Growth of it, explosive, partly because the species
C. It’s growth was explosive and partly because the species
D. Where its explosive growth was partly because the species
E. Once here, its growth was explosive, partly because the species
Item 6.
A. was preyed upon by very few native predators in its new environment.
B. found very few predators in its new environment.
C. found very few native predators and was seldom eaten in its new environment.
D. was preyed on by very few native predator species in its new environment.
E. was seldom eaten or preyed on by native predator species in its new environment.
Item 7.
A. As a consequence, the zebra mussels did find
B. Consequently, the zebra mussels could find
C. In contrast, the zebra mussels could find
D. In addition, the zebra mussels found
E. For example, the zebra mussels found
Item 8.
A. a plentiful food supply.
B. an adequate supply of plentiful food.
C. a sufficient supply of enough food.
D. sufficient plenty of adequate food.
E. plentiful food in adequate supply.
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Item 9.
A. They eat huge amounts of phytoplankton, which tiny free-floating sea organisms that
dwell in water.
B. They eat huge amounts of phytoplankton, free-floating sea organisms that are
water-dwelling and tiny.
C. They eat huge amounts of phytoplankton, sea-dwelling organisms which free-floating
in water.
D. They eat huge amounts of phytoplankton, tiny sea organisms that free-float in water.
E. They eat huge amounts of phytoplankton, tiny free-floating sea organisms.
Item 10.
A. Scientists are concerned when the mussels
B. Scientists are concerned that if the mussels
C. Scientists are concerned wherein the mussels
D. Scientists are concerned that the mussels
E. Scientists are concerned as if the mussels
Item 11.
A. may compete aggressively with other
B. may compete aggressively with others’
C. may compete aggressively with others
D. may compete aggressively with another’s
E. may compete aggressively with one another’s
Item 12.
A. species that depend on the same food supply.
B. species that depend on other food supply.
C. species that depend on in common food supply.
D. species that depend on simultaneous food supply.
E. species that depend on equal food supply.
Item 13.
A. Being invasive, the species concerns industry, public utilities, and boat owners.
B. The invading species concerns industry, public utilities, and boat owners.
C. The species, by its invading, concerns industry, public utilities, and boat owners.
D. The species, by its invasion, is concerning industry, public utilities, and boat owners.
E. The invasive species is being of concern to industry, public utilities, and boat owners.
Item 14.
A. Zebra mussels cluster in huge colonies, being anchored themselves to any hard
surface.
B. Zebra mussels cluster in huge colonies, which can anchor themselves to any hard
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surface.
C. Zebra mussels cluster in huge colonies, which can anchor itself to any hard surface.
D. Zebra mussels cluster in huge colonies, which can anchor them to any hard surface.
E. Zebra mussels cluster in huge colonies, being anchored itself to any hard surface.
Item 15.
A. These colonies can clog your water intake pipes
B. These colonies can clog its water intake pipes
C. These colonies can clog their water intake pipes
D. These colonies can clog the water intake pipes
E. These colonies can clog our water intake pipes
Item 16.
A. of electric and water treatment plants. Fishery specialists
B. of electric and water treatment plants fishery. Specialists
C. of electric and water treatment plants, fishery specialists
D. of electric and water treatment plants fishery, specialists
E. of electric and water treatment plants fishery specialists
Item 17.
A. are currently casting about and baiting their hooks to gun down
B. are currently hatching plans for
C. are currently searching for
D. are currently trolling the depths of
E. are currently skimming the surface of
Item 18.
A. control methods that will cause the least amount of damage to water supplies and
other aquatic species.
B. control methods that will cause the least amount of damage, most of which is difficult
to repair.
C. control methods that will cause the least amount of damage to water supplies and
other aquatic species (some of which are sources of food).
D. control methods, which must be approved, that will cause the least amount of
damage to water supplies and other aquatic species.
E. control methods that will cause the least amount of damage (if they work) to water
supplies and other aquatic species.
Item 19.
A. Two of the alternatives exploring are
B. Exploring, two alternatives are
C. Two being explored are alternatives
D. Two are explored alternatives, being
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E. Two alternatives being explored are
Item 20.
A. interrupting the species reproductive cycle and finding a bacterium harmful only to
zebra mussels.
B. interrupting the specie's reproductive cycle and finding a bacterium harmful only to
zebra mussels.
C. interrupting the specie reproductive cycle and finding a bacterium harmful only to
zebra mussels.
D. interrupting the species' reproductive cycle and finding a bacterium harmful only to
zebra mussels.
E. interrupting the species's reproductive cycle and finding a bacterium harmful only to
zebra mussels.
Item 21.
Suppose the writer wishes to add a sentence after paragraph 1 that will both serve as a
transition to the rest of the essay and explain the importance of the information in the
paragraphs that follow. Which of the following sentences most effectively fulfills that purpose?
A. The zebra mussel will provide a difficult challenge for public utility managers.
B. The zebra mussel is only the latest in a series of immigrant species to thrive in the
U.S.
C. No one knows how far south and west the zebra mussel is likely to spread, but
scientists think they may be on the trail of important clues.
D. Although small in size, the zebra mussel may become a huge problem for pleasure
boat owners in North American waterways.
E. Despite its size, however, the zebra mussel may have a dramatic effect on North
American waterways.
Item 22.
If the writer wished to add at the end of the essay a paragraph expanding the discussion of
these two alternatives, which of the following sentences would provide the most appropriate
introduction?
A. Many strains of bacteria populate the sea.
B. The zebra mussel’s method of reproduction is similar to that of the oyster.
C. Ideally, these two methods could be used in combination to control the mussel.
D. Some scientists hope there is a bacteria that can damage the reproductive cycle of
the species.
E. Fishery specialists are not working alone to resolve this problem; laboratories are
involved.
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Extras
Common Sentence Errors
Read each sentence and indicate whether it is a comma splice (cs), run on (ro), or fragment (f).
1.

Since the bus drivers aren’t working. __________

2.

The road was closed due to construction the student could not make it to class. ______

3.

The disheveled look seems to be in fashion neatness seems to be obsolete. __________

4.

The bridges were washed out we could not get to our house. ______________________

5.

According to Professor Gates, math anxiety. ____________________________________

6.

The computers crashed, we could not notify the participants. ______________________

7.

Physical education classes in elementary schools due to lack of funds. _______________

8.

The weathermen must feel foolish, they really missed it this time with their forecast.
________

9.

Alternative sources of energy such as windmill farms are now abundant Iowa is leading
the nation. __________

10.

Title IX promised female college athletes. ___________
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ANSWERS for Practice One

Steve Miller is a stingy friend of mine. When he comes to work, he never brings any money. (1)
But always asks me if I have a quarter to lend him so that he can buy cookies. He once
asked me to lend him a dollar so that he could buy a chance for a (2) thanksgiving turkey that
was being raffled. I refused at first (3), but he practically begged me. As a result, I gave him the
money. As I expected, he never offered to return my dollar. When I’d remind him, he’d say, (4)
“Oh yeah, I’ll get it to you soon,” but he never did. Another example of (5) Steves stinginess (6)
were the time he and (7) me and two of our friends decided to go out to eat during our lunch
hour at the Red Rooster, a new restaurant. Steve suggested that we take his car, and as we were
driving, he said his gas tank was empty. I couldn’t believe he would have the nerve to ask us for
gas money! (8) With only a total of eight miles to the restaurant and back. However, he (9)
pulls into a gas station and cheerfully said that a dollar for gas from each of us would be fine. I
was really fuming because I could see that his gas (10) take was at least a quarter full. After we
pulled into the restaurant parking lot, Steve informed us that he would have to wait in the car
while the rest of us ate. I asked him with a hard voice, “Don’t you have any money?” (11)
Steve’s reply was, “Yeah, but I’m not going to spend it eating out when I can eat at home for
nothing.”

1. This was a sentence fragment. It should be combined with the previous sentence.
2. The holiday is a proper noun, so the t should be capitalized: Thanksgiving.
3. There was a missing comma after the first sentence (before the coordinating
conjunction).
4. There were missing quotation marks. Put quoted material inside quotation marks to show
dialogue or quoted text.
5. There is a missing apostrophe that is needed to show possession.
6. This was an error in subject-verb agreement. “Example” is a singular subject requiring
the singular verb “was”: Another example …was …
7. This was a pronoun case problem. The subject case is needed, I. (I decided to go out
….)
8. This was another fragment that needed to be joined with the previous sentence.
9. This was a shift in verb tense. The writer had previously used the past tense and
suddenly shifted to present tense (pulls) for no reason. It should be pulled.
10. This was an error in word usage. The intended word is tank.
11. There was a missing quotation mark that is needed to show where the dialogue ends.
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ANSWERS for Practice Two
Now, examine the highlighted areas of the same paragraph. Using the numbers in front of each
part of the highlighted section, note the suggestions for revision.
The living conditions in many city jails are appalling. In fact, many of the jail cells aren’t fit for
human habitation. They are often filthy and unsanitary. Disinfectant and (1) stuff like cleaning
agents are rarely used. Roaches and rats scuttle across the floor looking for crumbs of food. (2)
Roaches, of course, are difficult to get rid of even in clean places. Scientists say that
roaches have changed little since prehistoric times and that if the creatures to survive.
(3)Finally, (4) many city jails are overcrowded. As many as three or four inmates sleep in cells
that are only twelve feet wide and twelve feet long. (5) But of course, most criminals deserve
to be treated like rats. In addition, because the pay is limited, there aren’t enough guards in
jails. When violence arises guards, fearing for their own safety, are afraid to take proper action.
(6) Of course, with more and more government funds being made available, this problem is
easing up. In some city jails, murders and suicides have occurred because guards were occupied
in other parts of the building and were unable to arrive in time to prevent them. (7) Therefore,
city and local officials can do much to improve the living conditions in city jails.

1. slang/vague/wordy language: Better: Disinfectant and cleaning agents are rarely
used.
2. problem with paragraph unity: It would be better to take these sentences out of the
paragraph.
3. inappropriate transition phrase: Better: Secondly, many city jails are overcrowded.
4. word repetition: Better: Secondly, many jails are overcrowded. Three or four
inmates often sleep in cells that are only…..
5. problem with paragraph unity: It would be better to take this sentence out of the
paragraph.
6. problem with paragraph unity: It would be better to take this sentence out of the
paragraph.
7. illogical concluding sentence: Better: This problem only adds to the appalling
conditions that exist in most city jails.
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